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cannot catch up on them. It is, of course, impossible to give
a definite opinion with regard to the future; but those who
have had ample opportunities of judging believe that the
day is still distant when the Japanese tradesman can hope
to establish with the Occident relations of such mutual
intimacy and confidence as will enable him to take the place
now occupied by the foreign middleman.

While it cannot be expected that the alliance between
Great Britain and Japan should be allowed to interfere with
the natural course of industry and commerce, or that an
artificial set of conditions should be created in favour of the
one or the other which are opposed to the economic con-
ditions, still, if the alliance is carried out in the true .spirit
of friendship, there is one point on which there ought to be
no difference of opinion, and that is, that the Governments
of the two countries should, as far as possible, safeguard the
welfare of the great body of their people, and not allow them
to be exploited in the interests of capitalism. The con-
ditions of labour, including wages and hours of work and all
that affects the health and welfare of the workers, should be
the first concern, and they should as far as possible be
equalised, so that there may be free play of economic forces,
which will decide whether it is in the interests of either
country that any special industry or branch of commerce
should be carried on in both, or whether it should be left
to one of them. How far the policy which the Japanese
Government has already to a certain extent adopted, namely,
that of giving subsidies or protection to special industries,
should be continued, is a subject on which there will be
great differences of opinion, and meantime it would be out
of place to attempt a discussion of all the aspects of the
tariff question. It is, however, not expecting too much
from the Anglo-Japanese Alliance to hope that any question
which may arise should be the subject of friendly conference
and discussion, always keeping in mind the conditions which
we have postulated, namely, the welfare of the great body
of the people, In this way a great step would be taken in